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Saving
Dollars

on Your

Clar

HIS buggy sure is harder on
the gas than the old one I
had,” complained the owner of
a shiny, new sedan that had
coasted to a stop beside one of the Model
Garage gasoline pumps.

“What sort of mileage do you get?”
Gus Wilson inquired as he unlimbered
the hose and pushed the nozzle into the
filler opening.

In answer, the man pulled an envelope
from his coat pocket and thrust it at Gus.
On the back was a hastily made tabulation
of the gasoline used and the mileage.
“About twelve miles to the gallon,” the
man grumbled. “After thirty years or
more of making cars you'd think these
automobile engineers could turn out
something a little more economical. Now,
take those little cars they use over in
England—"

“They wouldn’t do for you, Mr. Wal-
ton,” the gray-haired mechanic inter-
rupted. “Ever ride in one?”

“No, but from what I hear they cer-
tainly are easy on the gas. Why, I'm
told it’s nothing for them to give thirty
or forty miles to the gallon.”

“Sure, but they give less in speed, pow-
er, and comfort,” said Gus. “They don’t
use those light, economical cars from
choice. They’re a necessity. Gasoline is
so expensive, they have to sacrifice every-
thing for gas mileage. They don’t mind
small motors, light bodies, and a four-
speed transmission that has to be shifted
every time you climb am ant hill. Over
here in America, we want speed, com-
fort, and power, and it takes a heap of
gas to carry heavy motors, shock absorb-
ers, and trick clutches.
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“YTT’S not fair to figure economy by the

miles-per-gallon method. Too many
things enter into it. Way back in 1904,
they had a car that would do twenty
miles on a gallon of gas, but I'll bet vou
wouldn’t take it as a trade for the oldest
hack on the road today.”

“Well, if it’s speed that’s costing us
money, why all the speed?” argued Wal-
ton. “Fifty miles an hour is fast enough
for me. When I bought this car they told
me it would do seventy. But when will
I ever need that much speed? If you do
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“This is my file of customers and repairs,” Gus explained to Walton.

A

As he spoke he

began to finger the grease-smudged cards that the small, rectangular box was filled with
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over forty-five around here you get a
ticket.”

“Remember that old open touring car
you had back in 1920?” asked Gus with
a smile,

“A FINE car!” returned Walton proud-
ly. “Had all the speed I wanted. It
went forty-five on the straight stretches.”
“Sure, and everyone in the car was
gritting their teeth and planning which
door they’d jump through if the old can
left the road. I know, I had one,” chuckled
Gus. “And that’s the answer to your ques-
tion about speed. The cars of today are
made to do seventy and eighty so they’ll
be able to travel forty-five safely with-
out jarring your fillings loose. There’s
some difference between forty-five today
and forty-five ten years ago.

“And another thing,” added Gus. “Re-
member how you had to coax those old
cars up to speed. Why, jumping from ten
up to thirty miles an hour is nothing to-
day. And as far as economy goes, I'll bet
you'll spend less on this car than you did
on the old one.”

“Maybe,” agreed Walton. “But I'm go-
ing to do something about that gas mile-
age, too. When she gets broken in, I
think I'll let you check up on that car-
buretor.”

“That’ll help,” nodded Gus. “And there
are lots other things you can do to save

‘money.”

“What?” inquired Walton, interested.

“Well, in the first place, you want to
give these tires of yours a little thought,”
Gus advised. “If you go easy on the speed
and easier on your brakes, you can just
about double the life of your shoes.
They’ll be good for all of 20,000 if you're
careful, but they won’t last 10,000 if you
ride them hard. Even figuring on a cheap
set of tires, that means about twenty-five
or thirty dollars.

“It may sound silly, but engineers
claim that even the roads you use have
a lot to do with the cost of running your
car. They've figured that if you can use
concrete instead of macadam, you can
save as much as two cents a mile on
gas, oil, and wear.

'A-.\ID while we’re on the subject, oil’s
another thing that can put a crimp
in your gas mileage. If it’s thicker than
it should be, it adds just that much more
to the work the motor has to do.”

“Oh, T suppose those things mean some-
thing,” agreed Walton. “But the real costs
are gas, oil, and repairs.”

“And you can cut down on the repairs
too, if you're careful,” answered Gus.
“Wait a minute ‘and I'll show you what I
mean.”

With that Gus disappeared through
the door to the garage office. When he
reappeared he was carrying a small rec-
tangular box. “This is my file of custom-
ers and repairs,” he explained as he ap-
proached Walton. “It’s an illustrated story
in itself.”

As he spoke, hebegan fingering the grease-
smudged cards. (Continued on page 115)
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“We won't bother about names—just fig-
ures,” he suggested as he lifted out one of the
cards. “For instance, here’s a six-cylinder car,
a 1930 model. During ’31, the only repair
was a carbon job. In ’32, the brakes were ad-
justed, the clutch repaired, new exhaust valves
installed, and a whole new set of spark plugs
was put in. In ’33, the car had a rebore job,
new rings, new connecting rod bearings, and
a new set of tires. So far this year, the car
has been in here only once, and that was for
a frozen radiator. All in all, the car has cost
over two hundred and twenty-four dollars
for repairs in four years.”

“Phew !” exploded Walton. “Expensive car,
I'd say. Glad it isn’t mine.”

Without answering, Gus fingered through
the cards again and selected another.

“NOW‘ here’s the same make car, same
model, but owned by another man.
The mileages are just about the same on both.
In 1931, he had a general check-up of the
ignition system, carbureter, valves, and brakes
in May and again in October, radiator flushed
in April and November, and tires switched to
different wheels in December. During ’32,
chassis inspection two general check-ups in
the spring and fall, valves resurfaced and ad-
justed, bearings tightened, and breaker points
adjusted. Under '33, the usual two check-ups
in spring and fall, two new tires, and new
brake linings. So far in ’34, the car hasn’t
been in.”

“Gosh,” broke in Walton when Gus had
finished, ‘““that second car was in here more
than the first one.”

“Right, but it didn’t cost as much in the
long run,” said Gus. “All together, the three-
year bill for that second car totalled only
ninety-three dollars, including the tires. That
owner believes in paying for _prevention in-
stead of cure. A check-up twice a vear doesn't
cost much and it keeps the general condition
of the car up to par. It’s cheuper to adjust
bearings than to replace them.”

“I've never looked at it that way,” Walton
admitted. “A repair shop to me has always
been something to keep away from unless it
was necessary. I don't know, but I've al-
ways had an idea that some garagemen take
advantage of every chance to make money.”

Gus smiled. “Some garages are that way,”
he agreed. “It’s been claimed that car owners
waste billions of dollars a year by dealing with
gyp garages. That’s why it pays to locate
some honest service station and give it all
your work. You wouldn’t trust your life to
a quack doctor, so why place your car’s health
in the hands of some crooked mechanic?”

“ISN‘T there some way an untrained person
can tell if a garage is overcharging him?”
inquired Walton.

“It would be pretty hard to make any fast
rule on general work,” Gus advised. “But
with repairs, where parts have to be replaced,
it's safe to figure about a dollar's worth of
labor for every sixty cent's worth of parts.”

“Well, in about four months I'll bring this
car of mine in and let you go over it,” said
Walton as he climbed into the driver's seat.
“Maybe there is something to this business of
an ounce of prevention being worth a pound
of cure.”

“Weren’t vou just wasting your breath tell-
ing that fellow how to take care of his car?”
Joe Clark remarked as Walton drove off. “He
never wants to spend any money unless he
absolutely has to.”

“It may help some,” Gus said, and then
added with a grin, “The Model Garage would
have a tough time making ends meet if every
customer on our list treated his car the way
he should.”

RAILWAY POSTAL CLERKS

Many other U. S. Government Positions

Start $1260 to $2100 a Year

TRAVEL For “Uncle Sam”

-~ =mVALUABLE COUPON=
« FRANKLIN lNSTlTUTE
: Dept. B271, Rochester, N. Y.

Y Rush bo me entirely free of charge: 32-page book, with list

o of U. 8. Goy't Jobs and particulars telling how to wet the job
a here checked

¢ [[Poet Office ek T . T (™t Si%00 Yo
0S ce - - Y i
MEN—BOY5—18 to 50 & CICity Mail Carrier - - - ( ™ $1700 * )
] Rural Mail Carrier - - - ("™ %2100 ")
Many early examinations expected + Uinspector of Customs - - ( " $2100 " )
b Name..
| Mail Coupon Today Act at Once ; Address..

Izgn":n“;“‘ifzﬁz WHAT CAN YOU DO
Hoement aceepicd  WITH ONE INCH?

tisement accepted

in this magazine,

Small advertisements of one or two inches produece re-
sults of many times their cost for hundreds of compa-
nies or individuals who have novelties, scientific or me-
chanieal equipment, tools, games, puzzlea ete., to sell,
and for firms Inokmg for aienta Inch’advertisements like this
cuit $31.60. They pay well because they are seen and read
400, 000 w:de—awnke men every month. Interested parties are
invited to address the Advertising Department, Popular Science
Monthly, 381 Fourth Ave., New York, N, Y,

High School Course
ln 2 Years You can complete

this simplified High

School Course at home in

2 years. Meets all requirements for entrance to college

and leading professions, Standard ligh School texta supplied.

Diploma awarded. Separate subjec ts 1f desired. Send for Fre

Bulletin TODAY . No obligation.
American School

Dept. H-537, Drexel Ave. at 58th St., Chicago

Build the 4-mast Barque, California

Accurate, detailed blue prints of this handsome, steel barque.

Complete fittings and eonstruction sets
=%, for steam trawler and other popular
modelsincluding the “Hartford’’. Send
16 (coin) for new illustrated cata-

A. J. FISHER
1002-2 Etowah Ave. Rayal Oak, Mich.

MAY, 1934

Know Ele,ctrlcxty as
Experts KnowlIt /

THIS revised and enlarged Library gives you noth-
ing but first-hand facts drawn from actual electrical
work as given by experienced experts. Right from the
start you can apply this knowledge, and prepare your-
self for a bigger job and better pay.

A combined home-study course and reference
library of master electrical practice

The Croft Library
of Practical Electricity

7 volumes, 3000 pages, 2100 illustrations

Croft tells you the things you need to know about motors,
generators, armatures, commutators, transformers, circuits,
s“lmhhupr(h. distribution systems—electrical machinery
of every pe—wiring for light and power—wiring of fin-
ished bmfdmgs—under\nllen and municipal requirements
—illumination in its every phase—the latest and most im-
proved methods of lighting—lamps and lamp effects, ete.—
how to do a complete job from estimating it to completion.
By spending a little time each day on the books you can,
in a short time, attain a practical working knowledge of
the entire field of modern electrical practice.

TEN DAYS’ FREE EXAMINATION
No Money Down==-Small Monthly Payments

Free Examination Coupon

McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., l
330 W. 42nd St., New York. |

You may send me the seven volumes of the Groft Lftary ot |

Practical Electricity for 10 days’ free examination.

return the books, postpaid, in ten days or remit $1.50 then nnd
{if the special price of $19.50 has been paid.

$2.00 a month unti

Home Address.
City and State.

Position ...

FREE Jdoa—tie—

ABSOLUTELY

'FREE

The NEW BENJAMIN 25 SHOT
REPEATER with BOLT ACTION—

HAMMER FIRE-HAIR TRIGGER—PRICE MAG'(

)} $£7.50 is the most sensational improvement in air

gun history. Send name—address—age—kind Ofﬁhh ¥You

nowhav P—Ifany—{ul‘yunr co] y of BB MAGIC—F!

real gu ual bas: my re:nllatlons

Also S5K for dutailo of 1961 BENJAMIN STOER SNGLE

SHOT—-BREECH LOA.DER—-BOLT CTION—]| HAMMbR
] R _TRI — PRI .50 and our SPECIAL INTRO-

] WRI' N
BENJAMIN AIR RIFLE CO. 693 N. trudul]', St. Louis, Mo., U. § A.

Get a Good Pay Job in

AVIATION

SHOOTERS
DIGEST

Walter Hinton was first man to
pilot a plane across the Atlantic,
first to fly from Qorth to South
America, first to Use a plane in

I’LL PREPARE exploration work. He is ready to

prepare you at home in spare time

YOU QUICKLY for 2 seod iob in Aviation.
AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME

Aviation is BOOMING! Right now ambitious men
who_know something about airplanes and Aviation are
getting good ;ohs There's the same chance open for you,
provided you'll do what most of them did—back your-
self with training. And don’t*think that to learn Avia-
tion you must leave home or give up your job, I'll give
you this training right at home in vour spare time,
Send for my free book right now. Mail coupon below.

Earn $30.00 to $75.00 a Week and Up

My practical, up-to-date training gives you all the
ground work you need to get and keep a real job in this
fascinating, fast growing industry, Many of my grad-
uates who didn’t know a thing about Aviation when they
enrolled are holding down fine jobs r1gh[ now—in the
air and on the ground. Get the FAUTS
ahout my training and what I have
done for others. Money back agree-
ment protects you, Mail coupon be-
low, My big FREE book is packed
with interesting facts about your op-
portunities in Aviation. No obliga-
tion. W

M IL NOW!

x\‘agter Hilmgnhgresldenst
viation Instil e
YT Connecticut Avénue, Whthington, D.C. &

Send me without obligation free book, **Wings of Opportunity''.

125 T P R e B g P R B P e P S
(Print Clearly)

Address Age. i

e VAT VT e e S

L ——




