Holding the trapdoor of a distributor open
when you’re adjusting the contact points exter-
nally can be difficult on late-model General Mo-
tors cars with Delco distributors. Here’s an easy
way to get around the problem: Use masking
tape. It does a good job of holding the trapdoor
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open while you insert the flexible Allen key and
complete the adjustment. A piece of tape about
1%” long does the trick and leaves both of your
hands free for work. Don’t neglect masking tape
on other jobs, too. It makes a fine “third hand”
for all kinds of under-the-hood tinkering.

0Old dome-light reflectors are often dull, flaked,
or tarnished. Fix yours by cutting a small piece
out of the bottom of a store-bought aluminum
pie pan, slip this under the bulb bracket, (shiny
side down ), and refit the glass. A double-folded
piece of aluminum foil also works.
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Disconnect both battery cables when boost-
charging your battery. Otherwise, you may dam-
age transistors, diodes, and rectifiers used in
clocks, impulse tachometers, radios, and alter-
nators. Semiconductors can be damaged by “for-
eign” currents exceeding their own ratings.
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