Hints from the Model Garage

A trailer ball hitch won’t rust while not
in use if you place a few drops of heavy
oil on it and cover it with a rag. Fold
the rag to about four inches square. A
wax-paper cup tied over the rag with
strong cord gives extra protection.
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Two reinforced-concrete ramps built at
any convenient spot will allow you to
raise the front or rear of your car for
home servicing and repairs. The car’s
track will determine ramp spacing. Use
wheel chocks at opposite end for safety.
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Which battery terminal is which? When
corrosion obscures markings, half a po-
tato can come to the rescue. Run leads
from terminals into the potato, about an
inch apart. Green color identifies nega-
tive lead. Positive lead may show bubbles.
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Fast jacking with a power impact tool.
Remove handle from a tripod jack and
replace it with the largest nut the impact
tool will accept. Drill through nut and
jackshaft, secure with pin, file pin flush.
Engage the impact tool and let ’er go.
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