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Gus Pulls the
Switch on Murder

By Martin Bunn

SHADOW fell on the starter Gus
A was working on just inside the
Model Garage. He looked up at
Silas Barnstable,
motorist.
“Come to pay for the differential-cover
gasket you sold me,” said Silas.
“Find somebody who’d install it and
pour back the same old grease?”
“Yup!” retorted the other triumphant-
ly. “Didn’t pay any hijackin’ gas-station
feller, neither.”
“Congratulations,” said Gus curtly.
“Talked one into lettin’ me use his lift
for free!” cackled Barnstable. “Done the
job myself. Found out somethin’, too.”
Gus made no answer, and Silas went
on. “Always knew them gas stations put
in more grease’'n necessary. After I
poured back enough to run out the plug
hole, there was enough left to last me a
couple years, now the leak’s fixed.”
“That’s just fine,” said Gus dryly.
“Here’s your gasket money—Iless two-
percent discount,” finished Silas.
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Gus sighed. “It’s lunch time, Silas, and
I'm too hungry to argue with you.”

Returning from Ilunth, Gus found a
powerful three-year-old sedan in the shop.
It was loaded with accessories, including
two spotlights. Curious, Gus looked in-
side. Despite its lavish equipment, the
car evidently got hard use. Floor mats
were gritty, seat covers smudged, visors
crammed with papers.

“The man said it’s missing or out of
time,” said Stan Hicks, Gus’s assistant.
“Sure sounds like it.”

Gus started the engine. It shook so
hard that the whole car vibrated. He
shorted two of the eight plugs at a time.
All cylinders were firing.

“Hook up the timing light, Stan,” or-
dered Gus. “Then we’ll see.”

Stan was reporting that the timing
checked out, when a short, stocky, white-
haired man strode into the shop.

“Find the trouble?” he asked. “My
own mechanics said you were good.”

“Not that good,” returned Gus. “We
need just a bit more time.”

The man pulled an old pocket watch
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from a checkered vest. “Go ahead. My
boys know diesels better than gas en-
gines. I'm Dan Gregor, from the parkway
job through Newtown.”

Gus recognized the name of an impor-
tant contractor. “Guess you take this car
right on the job, don’t you?”

“Where 1 go, it goes,” replied Gregor.

Gus motioned to Stan to get the car on
a lift. “Go through much loose rock late-
ly?” he asked Gregor.

The contractor shook his head. “Not
till this morning. I parked under a rise
and a dozer man almost buried the car
before he spotted it.”

The car rose. Gus got under it with a
light and a tire iron. Presently he came
out with something in his hand.

“There’s your trouble—this rock wedged
in one engine mount. Jammed it solid,
so all the give was on the others. Let me
take another look.”

Gus found no more rocks. In the floor
pan just behind the engine were two
small holes a few inches apart. They
were new—the drilled edges gleamed.
Nearby, snaking down from the cowl

ﬁ/_é

Gus jumped out of the patrol car and raced back to Gregor’s sedan.

area, was a length of wire. He wondered
what new accessory it might be for.
After the car had sighed down to the
floor, Gus started the engine. It idled
smoothly. Gregor paid and drove off.

WO days later, Barnstable’s eight-
year-old car rolled back in.

“What's wrong, Silas?” asked Gus.
“Want your money back for that gasket?”

“Humph! Might be. Got a new noise.”

“What does your gas man say?”’

“Smart-aleck kid! He thinks it’s a dry
rear-axle bearing.”

Silently Gus got into the car. Barn-
stable drove around the block to the ac-
companiment of a dry screech.

“Now,” asked Silas, “what is it?”

“A dry rear-axle bearing,” said Gus.

With the car on the lift, Gus turned
both rear wheels. The left-hand one
screeched bitterly. Walking under the
car, Gus scraped at the differential cover.

“Didn’t bother to clean this off?”

“Dirt outside never done no harm,”
growled Barnstable. “My time's worth
money. Cleaned off all the old gasket and
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