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Gus Separates the Men
from the Boys

By Martin Bunn

T WAS Stan Hicks who wais respon-

I athle for putiting his boss, Gus Wilson,
and the Model Gamge on o spol. One

Baturdny he atiended on  open-house
domonstration put on by the dubc-me-
chanica class st tho high schaol. As the
tevs worked on sveral onrs, Herh Find-
lev, the Instructor, proudly explained
that they wers using the lotest tesi
equipment fo loomds loibles

“ouesn thiev"'d bo lost withoul all ihoee
fancy godgeis to lell them whal's wrong, ™
Sian aanid

Findley rubbed his chin, “You may be
right. 1 know e Wilson has all these
tronble-shooting devices, but in an
emergency he ean do without thesmn™

Stan nodded. “He some onn. Mr. Find-
lew. I these kids ooold #ee . . 7

“Nou've read my mind,” broke in the
instructor. “II my bove oould wsich an
old-time mechanio like Gus . . "

That was when Slan's pride in his
bows got Lhies bseed of him, AR he wenl into
an excited hoddle with Findley, the
Model CGurmge owper st the other side
of town was whisiling na he workoed,
blissfully unaware of whal was in stoee
lor hikm.

.15 STAN opemed the Model Gamge
4 & on Monday he dreaded the arrival
of his boss wheen he'd bave to bronk the
iyl

“Begutiful day.” Gus greclbed him
when he strode in, “Whai's the maiter,
Stan? You look sort of dowm In the
maath.™

Sinn grinned weakly, “Well, Bosa, [
might ms well gel it off my chest," And
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b told about the plan he'd cooked up

“Let me get this straighl,” Gus said
ni he Alled a plpe. “Over the weskend
Herh Findley and his auto-mechanics
cluss  dingnosed  the school's balky old
slothon wagon, whing all iheir esting
eqicipment. And then you sommitted me
to compets with Lhem.™

“That's cight, Gus—but using no mod-
e besting godgels to hielp Just old-time
trouble-shooting  know-how,™

Gus groaned, ““Thoss
are smart lids™ e

T know,” Btan said,
“and here they ooma,
We on't back out
AOW. - 5 o

“Weel" Gus spluttored.
*I'vee g good mind o let
¥ou . . _-"

P AH, THERE you nre,
Grus,” snid Herh

- Where'd It come from?

chewing gum and carrying o strip of
nowspaper. He alisched the paper to the
el of the exhaust plpe with his wad of
Em.

Ag he waichod the paper Auiter in
the exhaust of tho idling engine, Sian
caught a bwinkle in hin boew's eves Gus
wis beginning o enjoy Bimseli,

“Aw, quit giving us the business," said
one of the teon-pgers, “and start maling
like a8 mechanic"™

"Don't rush me, boye."
Gus said, walking to the
front of the car “We
ol timwe  muscheanice are
porl ol alowpokes.” As

o thi h::nt:h. pulled out

Findbey, climbing out n o deawer, and dug

from behind the wheel Lﬂﬁﬂﬂtfmmﬂ mT:l: around in it

of the stntion wagon, {ol- “Probably looking for

lowed by sight eager H ."m“,ﬁm:] ml::i.“:n his divining rod," sug-

youngsiers. “Hns Sian roknled ﬂ-lilul'l!lr I:l.llﬂ.:l.h-l-'l il Lﬂrﬂ one of the sfu-

abor i r Hlones (oo @ lusmmer s

::ﬂ:.ﬂb:l“:lﬂn‘?" e S :rl:%hﬂmj i i I““lL “Now, how did you
“Neu, Herh, he sure :1.-.,“ BECLITH ':'I:'I: "r:i. guesa,” Gus said, com-

has” Gue sadd, “Orent littele: rmari Beeavrne] dio i b ing up with a spark-plug

ligtle MI-"T' Snn = alnfl loles The Brst metal i, Thir P-"T'Elﬂ-llﬂ Thned
“It was his iden, all hmm 2{_?:,‘"",% 'ET‘ been removed and oan

right,” smid Findley, noi ﬂl tlivias, inner-tube valve was

catching the marcnsm in

it Eumi l-r claw 1'-l:|:lr|:|EI'

hrazed in its placn,

(us's wvoice. He pulled
an emvelope from . conl
pockot, “Hore are the in-
dividu] conclusions of these cight siu
denta. Each bov checked the car out wn:
aifed exoept by the school's fest equip-
I'I'I"I'll."

Cipm eved the sealed envelope dulbiouas-
by, “So now you want bo pol an old-
timer gremse monkey like mie oo e spot.”™

"Oh, no, Mr. Wilson," protested o car-
rot-topped  boy, “Slun says you oan just
aniil this exhaust, ook info a carburetor.
and itoll whal's wong ™

"“Veah,” chimed in n fubby youngater.
*We want to see how you do it"”

“All right,” eaid Gus, “Blart her up”

l:h15 wal the h-u!.ll aliid behimd ﬂﬂE- lu'ht'l’l
ond #invbed the engine. Gus lifted the
hood and Hatenesd

"He right bsek” he sald, and disap-
ponred. When he came hack he was

Bl rorbian sciesce NE DBl
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Af the bove nudged
ench aother, whispering,
Cus put the stick-shifi
ear in gear. Next he removed tho Mum
bisr 2 wguirk plug, rocked the piston on
top dend cenber, and serewed the tire-
valve spark plug into tbhe cvlinder hemd.

“Hring over the air hose,™ he ealled to
Stan. “Now, hold 1L on the valve stem ol
this plug and tum on the air”

An Stan fod nir into fhe cylinder, Gus
miwerd o the back of the cor, leaned
over, nnd listened, Back at the engine he
took off the oil-filler breather eap, Al
o hrief sk he removed the mdintor oap
nnd peered ingide, using his peneil Apsh,

*Nkoy; Stan, turn off the air” Gus
gaid, removing his tekek plug and put-
ting back the original and the ignition
wire,

“That's it,” he sald, as he wrole on &
piece of paper and pul it face down on
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the beneds. “Now lei’s see whai's in that
emvelope of yours, Herb"™

INDLEY was shuffling slips uII:pu.

“Let's pew.” he said. “Four say car
s o weak compression reading in N um-
ber 2 eylinder due to & sticking Intake
valve stem, The others on the con-
dithon aof the Number 2 gvlinder; but two
give the cause as [nulty rings, and two
blame & burmed exhaust valve™

“Mo question about the cylinder com-
pressbon.” (s said, “but 1 don’t po
along with any of those cyvuss™

Carrot. Top picked up Gua's paper and
read aloud what Gus had written: "Low
comiprimaion, Number 2 evlinder, coused
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= Aivw' il thear aess broley bereifar™
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probably by a leaking bosd gnsket™
Lowd protests broke out “Hold it~
s said, “I could be wmng, but lot me
explnin how [ worked it ool”™
"First clus us in on thal strip of pa-
per ovier Ehe exhaust,” soid onp boy,
“Thnt wne jusi a gng.” jeored Enolher.

evlinder,

“Wlakes serme,” said the tubby stodont
“But how did vou spot which was the
wink ovllndes™"

With my screwdrebver. When  you
short out a epork plug the engine slows
abrupily. Remove the shorl and it picks
o power, The changes are slrongoer in o
good cylinder than in & weak one. With
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I had it. And oil soum on
logn ol the witer wid o
clincher, proving that oil
nnd gas fuimes were leaking
froan  the cvlinder umnder
compression into the madi-
ntor.™

Herh lookeed ai
his watch, “I gooss we've
taken enough time. . . "

“dust n minube” broke
in a student. He poinied
io the mreay of testing in
struments an o shelf, *'Why
all that stud™

“Conldn't do without (&
an lods of jobe,” Gus sabd,
“specially on loday’s cam™

The student nodded. “Sure, on tosting
a ol wr oondenser, | goess.™

Crus amilled. “A man can fell n o

about volls wnd condensers by how far o
spinrk will jump, s eolor, and the snap-
ping noksn 1L maked You just remove the
high-trnglon wite [Pom Lhe distribibor,
pull the distribubor oap, switch on, hold
the wire & guarter-inch from the englne
mmn the ignition points with your

~Whaa,” sakl Findicy. ~Thal's enough
for boday. And thanks Gos™

HEN the visitors hod gooe, Gua
opetied he hood of n ear. “Whal
:nTnmhrwrnnt. H}.'ut}_l?'hh
“Liw enmiprossion, in
" . Haml me the compression test-
or. g It the oldtime way s guils
a strakn on & mechanic™
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