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Gus Plants

By Martin Bunn
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r HE '87 Linooln had its oil pan

I-‘eluwn.. oo W flsom held o pear manin

bimiring senl n his hamd. [§ was

ahol. S0 woa his weokond, Gus thought,
bonking wp al o hunting scene on ihe
Mol Ciamge woll enlendar. The nonth
rrostd Ml Uhet next doy's date, Sundhyy
wod circled in el There wos a promise
off v ly wpwing in the air

Sian Hicks, his assistanl. buone up the
teleplone. “No lock, boss ™ e bl “Hig
rimd hasn'l pol thal main seal m oedock
and ke mn'l gl oree wntidl Alonday.”

“*There pods oy bamting brip.” (Gus
sl

“Wihy meod oer VORI WD ocarl

Yo ke the agrestnend | rooede willy
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Sam Partone I 1 didn't fix his Limscoln
in e we'd onll ofl the hunting and
gt kn Hunday fxing up his bazermer
hwvmling alley,™

The phone mog “Mayhe Higgpns
found thad part,” Stan mad hopefully as
Gua Gl thes emll 1t was Ed MeHam

My paiden ector waRf mon
And Hogan's a0l i hus Pl makmg e
elied @v. I womg alosn | oosmee OeT aned Fn
hall bl e on Uhe firs] Desd o given
pona and Tl meves bear the st of 2"

“UMeay, Ui sakd, and hbung up the
:|_|h|-1-'_ EXifehing ”--;.an amd MeBRain s
& 1 agalm Hodd the Ford. Slsn. whils
I'm ol In L baiile of e groen thambe ™
1 fomn

TThis
ITTOT E H'

| ru

I JRwan: rE RESIN



over the situnlion. He was bound o
wall on Mellsin firsl. But wiilk

g
:

T
blue of eve and reddish of beard, vank
ing the starter eoed of his teector. As
ius b lnokod up and =norted.
“Td like to get my hands on the who

buile this contmplion. Th Tnwbise
won't burp over,"”

“That’s ofe of the besl litile molors
iweer Danill, Ed.™ Gios took the starber oord
and gave it & few futile yvanks

“Hest, ¢h™ Mcllain cocked an enr fio-
ward Hogan's yord, “Listen to (hat. Old

Spinach
d‘;‘ﬂﬂﬂiﬂ. But his imotor rune and mine
lLH

e pemoved  ihe gaelank oap and
siuck a fnger Into the fuel, “As 0 matior
Efinlmt. yvourr motor and Hogan's pre iden-

e I|l|

“Muavbe 8o,” MoBain said. “I%1 wager
thut old ropmobate snueck over bere lnst
night snd put emery dust in my motar,
I ru_::-wthﬂmr[:hl fiod aned  bwist

“What in time are vou doing ovor thore,
Gus Wilson™™ It was Arch Hogun, his
whiskered chin jutting over the tap of the
dividing hedge,

"Fizing Eds trmclor”™ C(lus sajd a
twinkls in his eyes. “Wouldn't be any-
thing wong with yours, now, would
ihere ™

“Unarss nol,” Hognn said hastily, *“You
oan hear it running i vou're ot deat,
I'd betier ged hack fo jE. My, how things
T woriiar sOitsalt

tracior.
“By grabby!™ roarsd McBain. “He isn't
faifg bt
o tald you lo oomoe peeking sroomd
hedge, Pig Weed?™
POy Gy gl g
't ; ant in Chat
ﬂm. I planted.”

hedgr
Huogan nnnﬂ.cﬂ. "Wou couldn't  grow

el s,
h"ﬁm!" Gus cut i, "Neither of vou
going b grow i or anvihing
plie il you don't siop suabbling  and
et me look of your tractors. MeBain's
motor seems to be frozen up. Now kel me
see what's the trouble with this one.”

“MeBain must have alipped over last
night and pui meinl in my gearkbox ™

“Anl who srwaked over last night and
it duat in my motor?™

“Would have i I'd thought of i,
Hognn sdmilied.

Gus, dewn on his knees, was removing
ihe differeniial gronse-dmin plog from
Hogan's gearbox. “Guess i1l take about
n wivk lo got parts from the isclony.
Then, let’s see, & couple of days to install
iham. Say aboui 10 dave to gt you bove
rinning again”

Melain's rheumy oves popped. “Ten
duys! 'Why, In 10 days il be too late to
plant poas, that is, pens that'll grow
right. Hot woathee'll cnich them before
they B, nnd then , ..~

“And then,” Hogan put in, “they' Il soert
of peter oul. They'll make up small and
nol el

“That's right. Just like those peas you
shipped in from the South last year,
Hogan, and made believe you'd grown
e sourse ™

“Shipped in from ihe South!™ Hogan
took a threniening step forward. “T
have you know, Pig Wiesd, that | beat you
fnir and squasre ksl year, 'm of half &
ok 4o , "

“Htepy 11" Chus slepped betwesen tham,
I you two will calm down & minuie Il




shor how wou both can pet vour paoas in
—amid Loday,"
'Tﬂuﬂ?"

wp .
Any time [ deal with a character wha'll
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*“1s thal =0 Mclaln yvolled, *And you
ean gel your own
gears, Before 1'1)
it K
thin graas
""I"rh-:u: oud,™ Gus
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In the goarage office, he thambod
through his parts manual, “Ah, bére it is,
Blan," be sabd, running o Onger peross s
mge. “The ermnkshall rear ofl seal of the
‘67 Lincoln alsn fits 67 Forde And thal
means viee versa. (et (L, Stan™

“Hure, bosa, but this s Saturiay and
the Ford dealer . . ™

“ﬁmnﬁnﬂﬂuﬁlh. What's your

T

“Why, u "57 Ford , . ." Thea it dawned
om him what Gis meant. “Mo, not (hat ™

Yo, thal Cet going and switch thoss
identical parts so [ oan go crow-shooting
Loy,

Htan wan finishing up when (us come
okl of the olice, a shotgun in esch hand.
"Here's o pun for Yo, Stan™ he said
“Come along with wa™ END

Newt momths Gup challenges an elec-
Tronic mariel,

mants 1w 73



