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Gus Turns a Knock

James Selden {nobody called him Jim ) was a shrowd man with a

By Martin Bunn
¢ WUST opening up ihop for the day,
Mr. 'Wikion™
e swung arouand, the key 0
LY ke Model Carsge in his hamd. I8

waas young Tommy Brown, whe worlesd
pights 3 the Chamery garnge
Hella, Tommy,™ Gus “Aren'l
you up pretty oarly for o SaturdayT
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Into a Boost

buck . .. which didn't stop Gus from giving him a lesson in ec onomy

Mucabe, ihe salsanan, had oome (o the
Model Garnge for antifreeze

"When Selden came lasi spring,”
Ceeorge had said, “he ordered all the old
antifreese dmined out of our trucks and
aived. Now he's ordered i put back. Hut
this is my own enr, and if the firm won't
pay for fresh stull, T will™

Gus had drained the system, Mushed it
with the thermostat removed, chocked ihe
hosa, pump and an bolt bofors putting

in mew permanent-type  antilfrecse—and
wondered what kind of man would sk
a Bect of vehicles to save s litile ey
T can pictire Mr. Selden,” (ius sald
“"But what's this gol 1o do wilh vou™
The young fellow squirmed, “Hq
browight his own car in lesi might Taold
me i chock the timing besvaass  §i
knocked, The timing was just rght™
“And did it knock™
“l don't know." Tommy smid "My

".’ ill'f:l'll' l‘hh'lfll;.r i ir.rf.frﬂtr'rf i
the distribitor,” Femorfoed Nl
“So it s, seid Gous, “Will von
plvwse stort the ingine "
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snid. “Forget |t nnd 0 joy vour wth.-ﬂd.

*How can 1, Mr. Wlllnn" Mr. Belden

receiver, Soon he put Il.'hndi.luhu'hr
“That was Mr, Selden,” he sid, “He
wis slopped ol the toll gabes 16 miles
from here for impeding trafic. Ho's askod
me o rome, Here comes Sian now, s
T'm free o leave. Got your car, Tommy ™™
White-faced, the boy nodded.
‘et In It and follow me," Guos sadd.
SN teke the wiecker, IT Mr Selden
lwhmhulhnlnwﬂmhmhwm

¥
from the toll gate had
i wotdled hove Lald

led him Jim Crossing
throughway, Gus parked and wallod

“Nou'm Wilen™ Selden askml al omw.
“This officer ondered me off the moad, |
have an wgent appointment in the city.

i

“What's it doneT” asked G
mhdlruwlul five miles
I didn't dare go over 40 for fear it would
beenk down alingelher. My fault for
beiting an incompetent kid monkey with
timing. He sdvancesd @ oo moch ™
“Bul it only started o knock after you
had driven awhile at high spesd™ Gua

thoughtfully,
Yex | noticed a alight ping earlier,
it finally it gpob so bod [ ke | oouldn®t
risk keeplng on ol 80, Jusi sei the thning
back so that | con go fest enough 6
satisfy this man" He jerked a thumb ot
derry, who reddened,

“I"ll hove a look at the onr,” anbd Qus,
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As they walked toward il he spotbed
Lnlm’n battered roadster pulling up to the
gl

AISING the hood of Selden’= cor, o

popuilar  six-cylinder model aboot

threw yenirs old, Cus fook off the rmdintor

cap and ran a finger around inskde. Ti
up thin brown scum,

“1 bolieve timing is sdjusted at the
ilistribusioe,” remarked Selden.

"Bo it 5" sald Cus, "“Will you pléass
winrt the eogine™

Selden did. A thin siream of bublbles
rose Trom the beownlsh Muld ln the mdi-
ator, Gus poored ol the water pump, On
ihe suction sbde, the block was slightiy
madst, bl no waler wis leiking oul now.
He roplaciatd the redintor cip and listoned
to thie priglne.

Ii wis rough on one or two eylinders,
with o faint melallic knock. Gus signnled
Selden o cut the ignition.

Ciim closed the hood and carme around
o the driver's mide of the oar,

“SBorry, Mr. SBelden. It's not bed timing
ihai lhm'wd bl everhesting.”
;lm'nd at lim. H-u.hh.h.l:.. 1

MNed how hat the

change my opinion of his work™

He got out, taking his briefcase.

“Mr. Selden,” sald Gus. “When iz it
mot efficlent o anve money T

The mamager looked ot him hurd.
When Il costs you more in the long run.”

I you’'ll come to my shop Momday
moming,” sald Gus, “I'Il prove to you
that voiu sived mnbey anwisely on voor
enr—and thal Brown had nothing o do
with your besalidown today.”

4T} be there" skl Sslden crisply.
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