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Gus Fixes a Race

*Tooling aguinst these Tooal plow
Jockeys.”” said the driver, T
lthe faking condy from kids"

By Martin Bunn

HE eoope that pulled op in front
of the Model Carnpe wns o beat-
] up, prewar model, painted a lemon
viellow. Twea T-shirt-clad voungsters un
sbrapped the doors, swung them open on
lowud ¥ protesting hinges, and climbed out.
“Junk vard's oot on the edge of town,
bows,” Cus Wilson grested them.
“Man, e doesn’t know,” said CLI
Johnston, his feoe one big smile.
“That's right," agresd his lanky parl
ner, Jim Gerber. *“This mechanical maar
viel, Mr. Wilsmn, has a destiny.”
The two youngsters looked lovingly at
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Cliff sighed. “Isn’

thair pride and joy
e

she a beaut, Gus?
The Model Garape proprictor eireled

the wvintege vehicle, The (enders had
beren trimmed off, the hendlights removed,
and a strongly brackoted steal-tube arch
extended up unider the rool

“What i3 17" he asked.

"uil kidding,” eaid the lanky one
“That's about the keensst sioek car vou've
ever laid eves on™

“Only one thing missing," put in C1A
“We nead &8 spansar, Can't you jusl see
it, Gua?™—"Thi: Model Gamge Specml
mainted in big black lottera’

“Mow, wait, fellows .
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...with less oil and gas!

Diant put up with poor performce and g al
gnd pas bl just bocuse vour car's o hm;.:z:r
miew. You can restiore 119 lost pep and power and
prevent cporssive ol and gas consumption, with
& Hmstings re-nng geb.

The somner you act, the less ot will cost. See
your motor specialist the minute ofl=pumping
wams you there's trouble ahead. When he rec-
ommicnds new piston ongs ik im los Hastinge
They"re engmneena] exclusively for replacement
SErvies . . . o provide the sdditsonal lubrication
wartn engines meed B atop oll-pumping,
save gasuline, restore lost perfermance

Cher pew car power and performance from
your prsent cor—with Hastings. Trly yeur
best investment for many thousands of exern
miles of trouble-free deiving plensure.
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Piston Rings, Casdle, CHi Filters, Spark Plugs
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| mround 8 couples of nlghts belore the mes

“Nes, gir,” broke in dim, not giving
Gus & chance, “And in exchange for this
Isbulous advertising all we want is vour
technionl assistance a week from Bator
d.n_\" ut Hhe l.':nuh'l._'u' Fiir #lochk-cir ree.™

G hald up one band like a trafie cop,
“What vou twe [ast-tallers don't know,"
b sih], “le theit this vesr D'm heading up
the techndeal-inspection comamnitles for the
race,”

“Whist's this techinieal eomimities?"

Crus explained that the Falr Baosird wias
meregaing U purses. With bigger prives,
unseripilous entenls mighl be Lenpled
to snenk extm, llegal horsspower inlo
their engines. “And."” he conoluded, “as
a raee afficlal, 1 ean'l sponsor an endry.”

They nodded. CLET spokee: “Well, Jim,
gueas we'll have o thhke up thatl offer al
thiis Jones Fridl Miarkel to j=snr T

Gus saw how disppointed his visitors
“Tell vou whal," he sid, “Drive

and 'l tune up that heap for vou"

N THE day of the mes, Gus walched
the trinle from the timer's stand,

checking now and then on the times be-
ing turned in by the stock care as they
roared acound the dirt oval. With him
were Sian Hicks, his assistant, and portiy
Jiet Gireei, Lhe Fair Board representn i
an the technical commitioo,

“Looks lke Jobnsion amd his vellow
menace miy lnrl'r}' I|.|1.|r|]:i{_'.r." (e pid

“Got my Angers crossed,” Btan snid
“But wateh Car 14. Bei he'll turn tnoa
time 10 sscomids faster than the others,"™

"Bemm kesping my eve on him, Slan”
Gus turned to Joe Green. s 14 lool™

Cireen checked a lst “Noge," b sid
“Fellow named Hawkinsg, from upstate”

“He's preity hot," Stan prodded,

"That's wilial T'm thinking,” Gusagresd.
“That car 14 s dus for some special &l
tention durimg pil nspectbon ™

In the pits, Gus went over the cirs
Peering intently at one engine, he wiped
n finger neroas the carburstor body. Then
he moved back; removed the gas cap, and
hent over, amiffing.

“What's he looking [or, Stan™" ashed
B puErled Joe Gresn

“Souped-up fusl—aloshol, ether, Uau-
ally vou ean smell it

G gave an olay sign witly his thumb
andd forefinger and headed down the line
Most af the drivers he knew, At car 14



Gus  introduced himss=lf o the driver

“Mames Wilson,” he sabd. “Technical
Crmrrira b, € '||n||'r1|t::l||tir|11:\- an lurtdng in
the fastest trinl Hime on oour trock, Mr
Howkins,™

“Dhick soup,"” sidd the driver, chewing
ofi the siub of o dead cignr, “Tooling
againel these lool plow jockoys is ke
taking candy from kida"

Gus lgnored the erack. *You undor
stand we're sirletly stock here?

Hawlims noddad. “Sirictly stock. Look
her over, WMrp, Wilson,”

“Lad me henr whnt she sounds like, ™

Huwkins shruggml, slid behind the
whenl, The engine ronred to life

o let'e drnin the water mmsd poall
onn ol the heds"" Cius soid.

Hawleims jumped out of the ear, Aght-
ing madl, “Look, Mister, 1 got an hanest
mill hiere.™

Gus foli n tug at his slesve, “Betier
be sure, Cus™ Joe Creen enid Hmidly
*The Board dossn't wanl any brouble™

“Yeah!" Hawkine glowernd Yoo
rendy to st thie: 850 ehmllerige iy

“That's the rule hiere,™ Gos sid enlmly
“Tear it down.™

Whesn Hawliins dnd hiv mechanic had
drained the radintor and removed
hesdd bBoli=, Gus went bo work, He looked
imifin thei= valve ports for signe of enlarge-
menl or p-crli-nh'ir.}:. A meansuremient
valve |t rdled oot the high 0ift of &
gpecinl cimshaft. There was mo ndien-
tion of exeeesivoly milled hemda.

Gus strmightened up nnd  tarmed Lo
Sian.  “How sbool getting my  inside
micromeslere” | want o measure  bore
sige to check for o stroked ecramk™

“Here, usn mine,” said Howkina
g n st of mikes from his ol

Ag Lrds selectod the proper mike abem
amd shipped it mto the thimbls, Jx
Crrein edped near Stan. “What's he after
i

“A gpocinl eranlehaft,™ Stan told him,
“that lete the pistons mabe a longer
Elroke Increnses displacemenit—amd
hasrssrposyer,”

*Lioods okay,™ (og enid

There wae o ook of amag sntisfoction
an the driver’s [soe. “Jusl b sire vl
have that 56 challenge money ready
lor me when 've won the men®

inlk

DU"E'I-':"; the line CLIT Jobnston and Jim
Crerber  were working  frantically,
COHTIMUED

Your
dipstick

PROVES

the
difference
in filters

Hasiings Oil Filter Car-
tridires
filter change to lilter change,

W hen replaced ar nomm |II}'
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recommended.®

Ihts because onby Hast-
e has Densite 'llnrmp;
materml, which taps i
holds even the most micm=
LCOpIC hirt =-:|r|'|'||": The
dipsticl test proves il

Just ask for Hastings—
next blter chunpe, Be sure of
clean ol el the tme

“*Frosrel by Tesis condiicted In
sccordsnce with U, 9. Durssu ol
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0k, yes"” Gus sakd. “Rither pisk an
;"l;nﬁlkﬂltﬂ'm'ﬁwﬂupmﬂmntu
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[0S was relaxed in a chair in the

timer's stand, puffing on his pipes,
when Btan climbed up, balancing two
cardboard traye “Here, boss" he said
"Thought vou'd like a snnck before the
feature stnrts—sodn pop and “foot-long’
hot diogs™

I that thing is a foot long, T . . "
Giues jumpsd up, “That's it why dida't 1
ar o The reat ol his woards were droswed
out by the erescendo roar of englnes as
the pack accelerated to the swesp of the
slarier's flng.

When the noise had subsided, Gus
woved the frankfurter in his assistant’s
fice, “That Hawkinsg engine & no more
stock than this wiener 18 8 fool long."™

Stan’s face was & hlank.

*Think, Stan,” Gus went on, “T wsed
his mikes to messure the engine bore.
How big m sucker can you be?™ He
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"We're golohin thés fisie, Grogan™
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furions Hoywking appeared ot the
timiet's stund, “Now whal®s the beef, Wil-
pen?" he atormed, vanking off helmoet and
goggles, “1 won that ree fair and squore, ™

“Mal for my maney,” Gus sid enlmiy.

“Wall, I'm not tenring my mngine down
ngnin for you or anyone else”

"You won't hove to, Haw-
kina. Just lel me see that
micrometer stem ol yours
The one that reads maybe—
oh, about an eighth-inch
under actual skes"

"8Ha you finally eauphi on
to thnt trick™

Jose Cireen gave The driver
A reproving ook, “You sd
mit cheating?™

Hawking gave a laugh
“Bure, And I almost gol
awny with anoversize bore"

8 THE disqualified win-
ner drsve away, I
and Jim stepped wp,

“"And that puls us third,"
CHff said, “and in the prize
money, But we're still sore ot the way
yiou trented us ot pit inspection."”

Yeah,”" Gorber chimed n. “We had
some tme cobbling up the foel line "

Gus chuckled. "I figured thal might
bring you boves into the money.™

The fwo looked st him dumbly. Then
Ot gulped. "“How's that?™

Gue explained that paper-eloment Toel
filters phould be chunged often, or they
miight lot small smounts of witer geep
through, swell, and restrict ges fow,

“And that,” he snid, “sesmed io be the
orily thing that could be causing the trog-
ble vou deseribed,. Hemmember, [ over-
hauled your car only o few nights ago?”

(erber nodded.

“And just becauss vou billed that wel-
low momstrosity as ‘Jones Froit Saled,’ T
vouldn’t lot you deive a lemon,®

West Womth: Gus pulls n seideh,
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